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Better Late Than Never -
Graduation 2020
North Pointe held a safe and socially distant graduation a few
months late due to the pandemic shutdown in the spring. The
event took place on Tuesday, September 22 at NPC complete
with families, caps and gowns, certi�cates of completion and
smiles for the camera!
The class of 2020 included:
Chris Nickel
Terry Dodd
Shane Gashaw
Bradley Ottinger-Rogers
Christian Jones
Kody Watts

"If Plan A doesn't work, the alphabet has 25 more letters"
- Claire Cook, author
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Congratulations to all and best of luck in the future!
Submitted by Molly High, Teacher, North Point Center

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHTS

Laura Coble
We are excited to welcome Laura Coble to the LCISD Mental
Health Specialist Team. Her role is serving the Edwardsburg
school district. Although she technically began this position
back in March 2020, and we all know what happened in March,
Laura is full steam ahead for the new school year.

Prior to coming to Lewis Cass, she served as a homebound
therapist for the Community Mental Health system in
Kalamazoo. Laura is happy to have the opportunity to work at a job she is passionate about
here in the area where her family and �ancé live. Laura appreciates the positive attitudes of
the people she works with and welcoming atmosphere.

She �nds the biggest challenge during the pandemic to be identifying emotions and reading
body language in the new era of masks, social distancing and trying to reach kids virtually. On
her wish list for the future is to have a MH Specialist in every building and be able to grow and
serve every student.

Laura and her �ancé recently bought a house in Niles that they share with two cats.

Here are a few excerpts from Laura’s spotlight interview:
Tell us something about yourself that would surprise us – “I had a tortoise growing up. He
nearly burned down the house when he knocked down his heat lamp!”

What are 3 words that best describe you? – “Determined, Bubbly, and Silly. All traits that help
when working with children.”
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What do you like to do in your spare time? – “I am an avid gym rat and love to eat. Thankfully
they cancel each other out!”

What is on your bucket list? – “I want children of my own. I’d also love to travel to Europe, I’ve
never crossed the ocean.”

What is your favorite movie? “Crazy Stupid Love”

Do you have a favorite book? “I love the trilogy of books by Jojo Moyes. My favorite is Me
Before You. I’m currently reading Still Me, which is also part of the series.”

If Hollywood made a movie about your life, who would you like to see cast as you? “De�nitely
Emma Stone, she has the same goofy awkwardness as me.”

What is your favorite sport? “I like to participate in volleyball and be a spectator in football. My
favorite team is Ohio State.” Editor’s note: We won’t hold this against you.

Where is your favorite place to eat? “The Hacienda Restaurant”

Where would you like to go on a dream vacation? “To Europe and visit Barcelona and Greece.”

You’re happiest when… “When I’m around people…not in a pandemic!”

Jane Miller-Brinkley
Having a job doing what you love, in a place you want to be, and
with great people is rare, but that is exactly how Jane Miller-
Brinkley describes her work at North Pointe. She knew she
wanted to be a special education teacher when she was in 5th
grade after helping another student with a disability in a school
play.

Jane is in her 2nd year teaching high school students with
cognitive disabilities and Autism. Prior to coming to NPC she
worked as a Special Education Supervisor in Lansing and has also worked as an Autism
Consultant in Berrien. Jane needed to move near her family in Southwest Michigan and knew
Sally Brueck from working together in Berrien. “When talking with Sally she loved it so much at
LCISD, when I saw an opening, I applied!” Jane describes the people at LCISD as the kindest,
most caring group of people she has ever worked with. She has a wonderful group of students
and feels supported as an educator.

Most challenging is coming from a large district where resources were abundant to a small
community where resources for students and families are more challenging to �nd.
The students in her classroom are dealing with the pandemic well and they have had no issues
with PPE mask wearing, and hand washing. Jane states that the focus for 2020 is health and
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wellness! She misses not being able to take students on more outings, although they enjoy
cleaning the Food Bank regularly.

Jane states that “behavior is her skill set” and her proudest moment was when her classroom
and NPC team worked together to �nd the right “cocktail” of evidenced-based practices to
help a student change behavior. She is also proud of time spent working with the LCISD PBIS
teams to support our staff and students with ways to positively impact student learning and
outcomes.

Jane has been married almost 13 years and has three children, Trevor, Maggie and Amelia. She
has �ve grandbabies under 3 ½ and one on the way! She loves having her family including
mom and dad all living nearby.

Here are a few excerpts from Jane’s spotlight interview:
Tell us something about yourself that would surprise us – “I did stand up comedy when I was
in college and that may be my calling later in life…Education has given me LOTS of material!”

What are 3 words that best describe you? – “Witty, Resilient, Honest”

What do you like to do in your spare time? – “I love cooking and baking. I cook for my parents
and kids 4-5 days a week. It’s my personal Meals on Wheels! I also like to read, walk, and
garden.”

What is the �rst thing you would buy if you won the lottery? – “I would buy the old bank
building across the street and build an awesome play/workout area for our students. Then I
would buy lots of property and build houses for my family so we could all live by each other
and see each other every single day. I would also build a sanctuary farm for all types of farm
and domestic animals, which would also provide work experience and employment
opportunities for students and adults with disabilities.”

What is your favorite movie? “The Godfather is my all time favorite movie, both Part 1 and 2.”

Do you have a favorite book? “Possessing the Secret of Joy, by Alice Walker and She’s Come
Undone, by Wally Lamb are two of my favorite books along with anything by Jane Austen. I
just �nished Man’s Search for Meaning, by Viktor Frankel. I love history and I’m currently
reading A People’s History of the United States, by Howard Zinn.”

If Hollywood made a movie about your life, who would you like to see cast as you? “A young
version of Tina Louise (Ginger from Gilligan’s Island). I’m a Sheldon/Ginger mix!”

What is your favorite sport? “I could literally be an ESPN analyst! I love sports, but I love them
in this order: college football, NBA, college basketball, NFL, and college softball. I like
baseball live, but not on TV.”

Where is your favorite place to eat? “I worked at Fat Cam’s on Garver Lake for many years and
it’s still the best in the area. I also like LaSalle Grille.”



Where would you like to go on a dream vacation? “I would love to go to the South Paci�c, but I
don’t like to �y, so that most likely will never happen. There are many places I would like to
see in the US and Canada, I can drive…but not over a bridge!”

You’re happiest when… “All the people in my life are healthy, happy and thriving.”

COVER STORY - WHEN EVERYTHING WENT

SIDEWAYS

New Custodian - Dan Brooks, Sr.
We have a new face at Brookside Learning Center (BLC) during
the day and he's the new custodian, Dan Brooks, Sr. He works
speci�cally at BLC cleaning and sanitizing, but often times
you'll �nd him sanitizing at the Administration Building or
carrying boxes between both buildings.
He's a very hard worker, really friendly, always waving to
everyone, very courteous and helpful. He's earned a "Whatever
It Takes" and a gift card already!! If you happen to see him say
"hello", introduce yourself and welcome him aboard!
Submitted by Kim Vaughn, Sr., Director of Transportation and
Operations
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How One Program is Harnessing Nature's
Benefits During the Pandemic
Great Start Readiness Preschool (GSRP) educators at LCISD knew that they could not let their
hard work building relationships with children and families go by the wayside due to the
emergency shutdown of schools last spring from the coronavirus. The leadership team
banded together and made a plan for the long haul to support and engage families.

The team quickly set goals, drafted and hand delivered a Home Learning Book, with lessons
based on items from their assessment tool, High Scope, the Child Observation Record. Staff
learned ways to connect and create in new ways from writing letters, making phone calls, and
reading stories online.



WHEN EVERYTHING WENT SIDEWAYSWHEN EVERYTHING WENT SIDEWAYS

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NEWS

The second set of Home Learning Kits provided ways for children and families to connect to
all the nature that surrounds us in the great state of Michigan. From planting seeds, cloud
watching, moving with bubbles, �nding worms, sorting rocks, learning about birds, making
maps, and celebrating Earth Day, children were able to learn in the outdoor classroom about
the natural world around them.

Adults will remember the pandemic of 2020, children will remember how they felt when their
families spent time together outside, how they planted good things to eat and watched the
clouds move through the sky.

Read the full article from the September/October Exchange Magazine written by Chris
Whitmire, Director of Early Childhood Education at LCISD by clicking the icon below.

Team "Building" - with Hammer and Nails
GSRP classes at local elementaries were in need of storage for outdoor play equipment and
outdoor learning. Through the Lowes' Hometown Heroes Program, the Lowes in Niles teamed
up with Chris Whitmire and LCISD GSRP teachers to build outdoor sheds at Justus Gage ,
Patrick Hamilton, Sam Adams, Eagle Lake, and Marcellus elementary schools. Niles Lowes'
store manager, Chris Brechtel, stated,

"We're very fortunate to work for a company that cares about the community and provides us
the resources to do this. It's just absolutely wonderful to be able to support the teachers and
the students. This one is particularly close to my heart too. I've got a family full of educators

so it means a lot to be able to do this."

Sheds were completed just in time for the start of GSRP's hybrid learning program. Thank you
Lowes!
Submitted by Chris Whitmire, Director of Early Childhood Education

Lowe’s, Lewis Cass ISD team up … www.leaderpub.com
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Pat Ham Crew Sam Adams Crew Hard at Work at
Justus Gage

Strong Beginnings Grant Award
The LCISD Early Childhood Education department was recently
noti�ed of their selection for the Strong Beginnings Three Year
Old Pilot Project grant. The Strong Beginnings program will be
offered to three-year-old children who experience various
barriers to learning in Cass County. Lewis Cass ISD’s
Department of Early Childhood Education was awarded the
grant as only one of four intermediate school districts in the State of Michigan in November,
2020. The program is modeled on Michigan’s Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP), with
modi�cations made to ensure suitability for three-year-old children.

To strengthen learning at home, Strong Beginnings programs actively engage and continuously
partner with families in the learning process to get the best outcomes. With that in mind,
Strong Beginnings classrooms feature a Family Liaison who works with families to support
their goals and connect them to local services.

In person learning will begin in January 2021 at Marcellus Elementary and Patrick Hamilton
Elementary with 14 children at each school. In September 2021, the program will include
expansion to three other schools in the county currently supporting a GSRP or GSRP-HS
classroom. Children who enroll in Strong Beginnings are guaranteed entry as four-year-olds in
the Great Start Readiness Program (GRSP), ensuring two years of high quality preschool at no
cost to qualifying families.
Submitted by Chris Whitmire, Director of Early Childhood Education

Parents as Teachers Recognition
Congratulations to the Parents as Teachers (PAT) program at
LCISD! Through the Parents as Teachers Quality Endorsement
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and Improvement process, the program has earned the Blue
Ribbon A�liate designation.

Being named a Blue Ribbon A�liate a�rms that our program is among the highest quality
members of the home visitation and parent education �eld, implementing the evidence-based
Parents as Teachers model with �delity and quality.
Submitted by Chris Whitmire, Director of Early Childhood Education

PAT Staff
Melody Long, Amber Skorupa
and Joyce Bennett (Early On)

Creative fun Peek-a-Boo

NOVEMBER PAT PLAYGROUP CALENDARNOVEMBER PAT PLAYGROUP CALENDAR

DECEMBER PAT PLAYGROUP CALENDARDECEMBER PAT PLAYGROUP CALENDAR

NORTH POINTE NEWS

Cemetery Scavenger Hunt Leads to Clean-Up
Project
With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic closing businesses and organizations that Tracy
Sanders' class would normally volunteer with, Sanders said that a parent suggested a
scavenger hunt at Calvary Cemetery, which is located near the school.
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Students were tasked with �nding someone who lived to be
more than 100, someone with the same last name as them, a
speci�c year, and so on. While conducting the scavenger hunt,
Sanders and her students noticed that some gravesites had
been neglected over the years.
One of the scavenger hunt questions was how old the cemetery
is. After conducting some research online, Sanders and her
class learned that Holy Maternity founded it.

The church agreed to let them take care of the neglected
gravesites, so with buckets, gloves, brooms and brushes the
class got to work.

Sanders said her students are enjoying the project and take pride in their work. The students
took special care of LCISD employee, Vicki Foote son's gravestone and sent before and after
photos of their work.

"Tracy went above and beyond and it was so great to know that they were out there taking care
of things."

The class goes to work at the cemetery weekly and say they are in it for the long haul.
Submitted by Tracy Sanders, Teacher, North Pointe Center

Occupational Education Program
LCISD students are participating in the Occupational Education Program in partnership with
Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) again this year. This will be the second year
participating in this program. This year, students are placed at J.A.C. Custom Pouches in
Dowagiac. J.A.C. Custom Pouches, Inc. provides custom applications and innovative
solutions for carrying, protecting and organizing from pouches and pockets to pads and
cushions. Students will rotate through different departments every 6 weeks in order to receive
a variety of training and experiences. Students currently involved in the program are Devin
Smith, Chase Whitaker, and Connor Batson.
Submitted by Molly High Teacher North Pointe Center
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CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Planning for the Future
A big part of the CTE mission is helping students plan for their
future careers. With help from LCISD CTE department, all local
districts in Cass County are now using the industry leading
online career guidance and planning system, “Xello”. Students
can complete interactive lessons, take learning/personality
styles assessments, as well as create plans for their secondary and post-secondary
endeavors. Students can explore career pathways and careers that interest them, including
education and training requirements, projected job growth, and work environment. The tool is
used to plan their future and create an Education Development Plan (EDP). The program
provides endless opportunities for students and parents to explore and plan for life beyond
high school.

The LCISD CTE Department has also created a guidebook for each of our local districts to
give out to all incoming freshmen. The book, What’s Next? Beyond High School, helps
students and parents navigate the process of career and post-secondary exploration and
planning. Information on careers, choosing a college or post-secondary option, college
entrance exams, �nancial aid and scholarship information are all included.

Many students in our local districts are taking part in CTE programs in 2020-2021. The LCISD
CTE Department manages the Career Academies, which offer ten programs to 11th and 12th
grade students. Students take classes at SMC during part of the school day earning college
credit in their planned program of study. Programs include Auto, Business, Construction,
Criminal Justice, Early Childhood Education, Graphic Design, Health Occupations,
Mechatronics, Sports Management, and Welding. We currently have 64 students in the
Academies program. The LCISD CTE Department also manages the CTE programs offered in
the local districts, which include Business, Digital Design, Finance, Auto, and Agriculture.
There are 494 students currently enrolled in CTE programs in the local high schools.
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Research shows that students that are enrolled in Career and Technical Education classes are
more successful in secondary and post-secondary opportunities.
Submitted by Mikki Spagnoli, Director of CTE and Post-Secondary Options

CELEBRATING OUR ISD CLASSROOMS,

STUDENTS, AND STAFF

Arlo R. Tucker
Arlo has become increasingly
independent in the classroom.
He will walk down the hall on
the blue line, sit and listen to a
story, shows his friends
kindness and follows the
classroom routine. He
completes activities with
minimal assistance. He is
growing into such a trustworthy
student!
Submitted by Pam Sova, Ashley
Foster, and Mary Jenison - 3's
Preschool at Brookside

Elizabeth Grove
Elizabeth can be relied on to be
truthful. When Elizabeth is
given a task you can also count
on her to do her best. Her peers
can ask her any type of
question and they can rely on
her to be honest. If a situation
occurs in the class we are able
to rely on Elizabeth to tell the
truth.
Submitted by Tracy Beatty, Ms.
Holly, and Ms. Michelle at
Brookside

Tyrese West
Tyrese is helpful and
trustworthy when getting lunch
by himself. He shows great
acceptance when receiving a
new student. He went above
expectations when showing
new students the classroom
rules.
Submitted by Brandy Meiser,
Miss Wilds, and Miss Danzy at
Brookside

Captains of the Month - Fall 2020

https://s.smore.com/u/5744070a672f92bef5715093f87c348d.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/64e7db071c14b356aa68b76f5ec60379.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/7b40aa550955bb9b227efce685608071.jpg


Dwayne Collett
Dwayne is trustworhy and
exhibits every aspect of the
word "TEAM". He is the most
helpful young man with both
staff and classmates. We
never need to ask Dwayne for
assistance, he's at our side
helping before we even ask.
He's also a great helper for our
other students both
academically and socially.
When I asked Dwayne what he
wanted to be when he gets
older he replied, "A great father".
He's just an amazing human
being!
Submitted by Jane Miller-
Brinkley's class at North Pointe

Lezly Lopez
Lezly is one of our most
encouraging students!
Whenever someone has
di�culty completing a task,
Lezly is the �rst one to say,
"Come on buddy, you can do it".
Lezly is also very helpful when
we are in the kitchen cooking,
with cleaning tasks, or with
putting items back where they
belong. She is always smiling
and cheerful to be around.
Submitted by Tracy Sanders
and staff in the MOCI
Transition Program at North
Pointe

Excited to Start the School Year
Jennifer Stope and Madalyn Reneberg shared this storyboard with their incoming GSRP
students at Pat Ham at the beginning of the year!
https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1C4_N9K_gqEl4XGfNdf08YFxHfPztDNTy/view?usp=sharing

Our classroom is working really hard to prepare for incoming
hybrid and all virtual students. We have set up our environment
and worked on many lessons. Children get to come visit our
classroom next week and then we will be setting up a time to
take some home learning kits out to their homes. We are
getting very excited to meet all our new families.
Submitted by Teresa Edwards and Tara Fosdick, GSRP Teacher
and Parapro at Sam Adams
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Cooking Class 101
Students in Jenni Clanton's MS/HS cooking class search
recipes, make shopping lists, budget and prepare lunch. They
serve lunch, use proper and appropriate table manners, and
clean up and disinfect kitchen and dining areas. On this day the
menu was "Hobo Dinner". Give the classroom a call if you'd like
the recipe!
Submitted by Andi Smallbone, Administrative Assistant at North
Pointe

Meatball Subs
Tracy Sanders class

Taco Salad and
Cheesecake
Mr. C and Mr. Mike shared lunch
with Mr. Holcomb

Frozen S'mores
Molly High's classroom

Halloween - Quarantine Style
Even though we couldn't do our traditional school day
Halloween celebration; our classroom made the most of it;
from making witches, Halloween bingo, investigating a
pumpkin & carving it to dressing up in our Halloween
costumes!

Lesson Learned - Make the most of what you are given! 
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"WHATEVER IT TAKES" AWARDS

September Gift Card Winners
Wow! We have set a record for how many "Whatever It Takes"
cards were �lled out for the month of September! Staff was very
thankful for the people they work with and the cards were
heartfelt and inspirational. We had 113 staff recognized for their
efforts and commended for their excellence.
Because we were shut down for a while and because we hit a record high, we are giving away
ten $10 gift cards of your choice (McDonald's, Burger King, Taco Bell, or Subway) this month.
And here are our lucky winners! Congratulations and thanks for doing Whatever It Takes!!

Tracy Sanders, NPC, nominated by Grace Williams, NPC
Jane Miller-Brinkley, NPC, nominated by Shelly Derenzy, NPC
Rachel Hattenbach, LCISD, nominated by Molly High, NPC
Kimberly Linton, LCISD, nominated by Sue Higgins, retired, NPC
Dan Brooks, LCISD, nominated by Gina Baybutt's classroom, BLC
Kandice Danzy, BLC, nominated by Brandy Meiser, BLC
Lindsey Yoder, BLC, nominated by Brandy Meiser, BLC
Mara Vergon, LCISD, nominated by Molly High, NPC
Kristen Holt, BLC, nominated by Sarah Franklin, BLC
Di Schultz, BLC, nominated by Sally Brueck
Submitted by Sally Brueck, LCISD Supervisor of Special Education

Congratulations Ketchum Family!
Danielle Ketchum and her husband, Brian, welcomed twins in
May 2020! Donald Owen was born at 5lb, 1oz and Leroy
Michael was born at 2lb, 8oz. Both boys went home after a
month long NICU stay and have been doing well ever since!
Submitted by Danielle Ketchum, Speech Language Pathologist
at Edwardsburg

October Gift Card Winners
We broke another record with 134 "Whatever It Takes" cards in October. This is what is needed
during this challenging time. I know I am grateful when I receive a card and I know others are
as well.
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Thanks to all who nominated someone and congratulations to the following winners of their
choice of a $10 gift card to McDonald's, Burger King, Subway, or Taco Bell:

Belinda Ellis nominated by Tosha Morin
Holly Gross nominated by Brandy Wilds
Crystal Smith nominated by Shelly Derenzy
Candy Cooper nominated by Josh Townsley
Michelle Jackson nominated by Brandy Wilds.
Submitted by Sally Brueck, LCISD Supervisor of Special Education

Stay Safe, Stay Well, Stay
Connected
Alice Holcomb
CTE Administrative Assistant and
Newsletter Editor

61682 Dailey Road, Cassopolis,… alice.holcomb@lewiscassisd.…

269-445-6212
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